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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 3, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Jeng (US 6,289,180). 

As to Claim 1 , Jeng discloses a method for charge control of a photoflash 
capacitor comprising the steps of: detecting a voltage on the photoflash capacitor 
(Column 4, lines 30-33); asserting and then latching a recharge signal when the 
detected voltage is lower than a first reference voltage (Column 4lines 49-56); 
de-asserting and then latching the recharge signal when the detected voltage is 
higher than a second reference voltage (Column 4, lines 38-45); charging the 
photoflash capacitor when the recharge signal is asserted (Column 4, lines 49- 
56); and providing a pin for connection of a resistive element which determines 
the first reference voltage (Column 4, lines 30-33). 

As to Claim 3, Jeng discloses a photoflash capacitor charger operating in 
conjunction with a microprocessor, comprising: a transformer receiving a primary 
input voltage to induce a secondary output voltage on a photoflash capacitor 
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when a recharge signal is asserted (Figure 2, element 203); and a recharge 
controller detecting a voltage on the photoflash capacitor, asserting and then 
latching the recharge signal when the detected voltage is lower than a first 
reference voltage, and de-asserting and then latching the recharge signal when 
the detected voltage is higher than a second reference voltage (column 4, lines 
38-56); wherein the first reference voltage is determined by the microprocessor 
(Figure 5, element 514). 

As to Claim 10, Jeng discloses the photoflash capacitor charger as claimed in 
claim 3 further comprising a voltage divider coupled with the photoflash capacitor 
in parallel, having a first and second resistor connected in series, and generating 
the detected voltage divided from a voltage difference across the photoflash 
capacitor (column 4, lines 30-31, elements 242 and 244). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 2 and 4-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: 



Application/Control Number: 10/772,714 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2838 

Claim 2 recites, inter alia, a method for charging a photoflash capacitor by 
asserting and de-asserting a second output signal respectively when the 
detected voltage is higher and lower than the second reference voltage. 

Claims 4-9 recite, inter alia, a photoflash charger control including a 
second comparator circuit asserting and de-asserting a second output signal 
respectively when the detected voltage is higher and lower than a second 
reference voltage. 

5. Claim 11-14 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 
11-14 recite, inter alia, a recharge control for a photoflash capacitor comprising 
multiple components and connections. Individually these components are 
commonly found, though there is no motivation found in the art of record for 
combining and connecting the components as claimed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Robert Grant whose telephone number is 
571-272-2727. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Michael Sherry can be reached on 571-272-2084. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



RG 




